FIG. 1: Revolution, from Future

Retro Synthesizers, has a unique

circular layout that makes loop

programming a snap.

FUTURE RETRO

SY NTH ES l Z ERS Revolution

TB-303 fans will be
ecstatic. By Len Sasso Basic Bass

The Revolution synth controls are almost an exact replica

f you've always wanted a Roland TB-303 Bassline, youre  of the TB-303's controls (see Fig. 2). There are knobs for
going to love Revolution from Future Retro Synthesizers.  filter cutoff and resonance, envelope amount and decay,
It has a completely analog emulation of the mono synth  and accent amount, and a waveform switch to alternate
that’s inside the TB-303 and couples that with a much  between sawtooth and square waveforms.
more sophisticated, if a bit unorthodox, step sequencer. Revolution also features an Accent Decay knob, which
If you don't care about the TB-303 sound but want a slick ~ works with the filter envelope’s Decay knob (for accented
hardware step sequencer for controlling either MIDI or  notes). The original TB-303 owes much of its unique sound
analog devices, Revolution is worth looking at. to its Accent knob, which affected envelope amount and

The revolutionary aspect of Revolution is its decay for the filter. Revolution’s scheme offers the same
control-panel layout (see Fig. 1). The controls are functionality with greater flexibility.
arranged in concentric circles, with a circular LCD dis-
play in the center, sequencer step select buttons and More |s Better
position LEDs on the innermost ring, step parameter  Future Retro Synthesizers has added an overdrive stage,
buttons and synthesizer effects knobs on the middle filter-cutoff pitch tracking, and a stereo-effects proces-
ring, and synthesizer parameter knobs and sequencer  sor to Revolution’s synth. Overdrive produces a gritty,
mode controls on the outermost ring. hard-edged clipping distortion. The amount of clipping

The rationale for a circular rather than linear lay-  is coupled with the filter’s resonance setting.
out is step sequencer ergonomics—a circular array of The filter-cutoff pitch-tracking amount is con-
buttons and LEDs is a much more natural representa-  trolled by the CV Mod knob, and is disabled when an
tion of a looping sequence. Once you've arranged the external control voltage signal is plugged into the
sequence steps in a circle, you might as well do every-  CV In jack. In that case, the CV Mod knob controls
thing else that way, too. the external modulation amount.
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